






have to be imported to satisfy demand. This is an opportunity for other 
SADC countries to export to South Africa, and reinforce the already 
existing high volume of intra-trade within the region.  

Organically grown soybeans or foods from the manufacture of or-
ganically produced soybeans receive premiums or returns for farmers 
that are almost twice as much as they receive for ordinary soybeans for 
meal 1�. However, the production and effective sale of organic soybeans 
depends on certification that the soybeans grown meet specifications 
to be classified as organic soybeans. There are organisations that do 
facilitate this, but it is important to first identify the destination market 
and ascertain their specific requirements for that market as regulations 
may vary across countries. 

It is also important to note that there are a number of issues sur-
rounding the production of organic crops. For example, a product is 
considered “organic” provided that it was raised on land to which no 
synthetic chemical (any fertilizers, herbicides, insecticides or fungi-
cides) inputs were applied for three years prior to its harvest. Only 
naturally-occurring materials are allowed in production and processing 
operations and all treatments must be noted in farm records. There 
are also issues pertaining to prescribed crop rotations on farmland that 
must be adhered to. 

1�  This also extends to organic soybeans for livestock feed production.   	
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