
 

 

                              

 

 

 

 
Carlos Lopes: Professor Lopes is a Bissau-Guinean 
development economist, who served as the eighth Executive 
Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (2012-2016). He is a Professor at the Mandela School of 
Public Governance at UCT and Visiting Professor at Sciences Po, 
Paris. In 2017 he was a Visiting fellow at the Oxford Martin 
School, University of Oxford. Lopes previously served the 
United Nations as Kofi Annan‘s Political Director, Head of Policy 
at UNDP, Director of the United Nations System Staff College 
and Executive Director of the United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research (UNITAR). He is a Chatham House 
Associate Fellow and currently serves as the African Union High 
representative for negotiations with Europe. 
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Alice Amsden, was a leading thinker on Industrial Policy and an expert in economic 
development. She served as the Barton L. Weller Professor of Political Economy in 
MIT's Department of Urban Studies and Planning. Amsden wrote extensively about the 
process of industrialization in emerging economies, particularly in Asia. Her work has 
shaped thinking in how developing countries approach industrialisation and she was 
influential in understanding the importance of the state as a creator of economic 
growth. Her work challenged the idea that globalization had produced generally 
uniform conditions in which emerging economies could find a one-size-fits-all path to 
prosperity. 
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